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12-Year U.S. Dog Bite Fatality Chart - 2005 to 2016 
During this 12-year period, 392 Americans suffered death due to dog bite injury. 

 

Chart Key 

Dog Breed Deaths % of Total 
Pit bull 254 64.8%  
Rottweiler 43 11.0% 
German shepherd 15 3.8%  
American bulldog 14 3.6% 
Mixed-breed 13 3.3% 
Mastiff/Bullmastiff† 12 3.1%   
Husky 12 3.1%  
Unknown/Unreleased 12 3.1% 
Combination‡ ≤ 7 4.2%+ 

DogsBite.org contains verifiable information about U.S. citizens killed by dogs 
including the name and age of each victim, location of attack, dog breed and up 
to 18 other factors. Source citations are available at www.DogsBite.org. 

                                                        
† Includes: Italian and English mastiff, Neapolitan mastiff, bullmastiff and mastiff-mixes. 
‡ Combination includes 32 dog breeds that contributed to 7 or fewer deaths. Of these, 12 
breeds each contributed from 7 to 2 deaths and 20 breeds each contributed to 1 death. 
Because some fatal attacks involve multiple dog breeds, the total will exceed 100%.  DogsBite.org 

 


